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The Gay Buddhist 

Fellowship supports

Buddhist practice in the

Gay men’s community.

It is a forum that

brings together the

diverse Buddhist 

traditions to address

the spiritual concerns

of Gay men in the

San Francisco Bay Area,

the United States,

and the world. 

GBF’s mission includes

cultivating a social

environment that is

inclusive and caring.

Roger Corless
1938-2007

Roger Corless, an active member of
GBF and a frequent contributor to
this newsletter, died on Jan. 12, 2007,
after a recurrence of the cancer he
thought he'd healed.

In the early sixties, after finishing a
degree at the University of London,
Roger gave up the security of his per-
sonal and professional life in England
to study Buddhism in America. He
got a Ph.D. from the University of
Wisconsin and for over 20 years was a
professor of Buddhism and Christian-
ity at Duke University. He wrote two
books and many articles reflecting his
appreciation of the dharma and the
Christian mystic tradition.

He retired to the Bay Area in the
late '90s and was a vast resource to
the gay and Buddhist communities here. He knew of what he spoke and
wrote: he had three altars in his home and was committed to living the
philosophies that he studied and honoring all his different inner spiritual tem-
peraments. He combined awesome cross-cultural erudition, mischievous
erotic humor, deep kindness, and a gift for making the esoteric down to earth
and useful. He believed that “Buddhism is about the experience of joy.”  

For much of his life he lived as a solitary scholar; at the end, he welcomed
the opportunity to ask for help, which he got. He faced death with dignity,
humor and utter trust, with every expectation of arriving in what he likened
to “Nurtureland.”  He blessed the GBF by giving talks, writing articles, leading
retreats, but mostly by the sprightly authenticity of his being. We won't see his
likes again.

On October 22, 2006, Howard DePorte interviewed Roger at the GBF Sun-
day sitting. The following is a transcription of that interview.

HOWARD DEPORTE: This is a new format for the dharma talk. It was motivated by a
desire to learn from you, Roger, and your life experience. All of us are critically aware
and appreciative of your profound intellect and awareness and scholarship around the
dharma and religion, and we have been blessed, richly, by your teachings throughout
the years. We want to continue that blessing, but with a little twist: we want to learn


