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How does it happen that Santa is able to do all that he does?  Well, according
to Dharma Master T'an-Luan, when we attain to the dharma body, we
spontaneously begin to manifest transformation of our bodies instanta-

neously and simultaneously in all worlds where they are needed without departing
from the dharma body.  This is like the sun which while remaining in the heavens is
reflected in 10,000 rivers and lakes.  So that's how Santa does it.  

As to the substance of the talk, it comes up every year, and it seems to have come
up a little more this year than before, whether this is a Christian holiday and
whether we should put Christ back into Christmas because it's become secular.  I
think that the issue now is that the president, or should I call him the occupant of
the White House, is officially a born-again Christian, and he has continued the tra-
dition which was apparently only started under Clinton to send out cards saying
“Happy Holidays” and not “Merry Christmas,” and so the Christians are saying,
“It's getting out of hand; we need to put Christ back into Christmas,” the assump-
tion being that it's originally a Christian feast.  So the first part of the talk will be a
quick history of this because I think the history of what the feast is all about is quite
fascinating.  It is not a Christian feast originally.  It is a Northern hemisphere Euro-
pean feast of the winter solstice, which we say today is on December 21st, but it was
on the 25th because the calendar's been messed around with a lot, so it's the same
thing, really.  This winter solstice feast goes back as far as we know to prehistoric
times.  It makes sense that there should be some kind of feast then because before
the solstice the days are getting shorter, the nights are getting longer, the sun is get-
ting weaker, and it appears that maybe it will keep on going and there'll be perpet-
ual night and cold and darkness, and then we find it reverses itself, and that the sun
gets stronger again and the days get longer, so this was noted and celebrated and
there was some kind of festiveness, as it were, going on, by the lighting of fires to go
along the rebirth of the sun.  Scholars of religion used to call this “imitative magic”
because they said, “Well, of course, those primitives didn't know what was going
on, and they felt that if they lit the fire in the physical world it would affect the spir-
itual world.  Isn't that strange they could be so dumb?  I mean, those people back
there were so dumb it's amazing there's anything that was left, and how could they
have survived?”  Well, of course, they were not dumb.  What was going on, I think,
is that they realized the interdependence of the invisible world, what they would call
in the Celtic tradition the “other world,” and the visible world—the spiritual world
and the material world.  In Buddhism, we have the experience that the mind and the


