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The Gay Buddhist 

Fellowship supports

Buddhist practice in the

Gay men’s community.

It is a forum that

brings together the

diverse Buddhist 

traditions to address

the spiritual concerns

of Gay men in the

San Francisco Bay Area,

the United States,

and the world. 

GBF’s mission includes

cultivating a social

environment that is

inclusive and caring.

Iwant to bring up an issue concerning GBF that has been booted around in
the past, but has been pretty much ignored for years now: whether or not
GBF should extend membership to women. As I understand it, the major

argument against doing so goes something like this: there’s a special dynamic
that happens in an all-male environment that gets lost when women enter the
picture. The people making this argument point to various all-women organi-
zations that operate on a similar principle: including men would ruin some
female energy or dynamic that exists without them.

I don’t buy this, at least for GBF. I don’t see any serious advantage to being
an “old boys club,” and I believe the inclusion of women would benefit us more
than harm us. I like women, I like the special energy and perspectives they bring
with them, and I think the presence of women in our sangha would be a very
positive thing. In light of this, I would like to make the following proposals:
—Bring up the issue of including women in the next GBF open discussion Sun-

day, with plenty of advance notice so that GBF members with strong feelings
on either side of the debate have an opportunity to present their arguments;

—Include this issue on the agenda for the next steering committee meeting,
again with plenty of advance notice;

—If the motion to include women as members is passed, immediately entertain
the motion to change the name of Gay Buddhist Fellowship to Gay and Les-
bian Buddhist Fellowship (note: I would not advocate a strong push for this
particular point. The inclusion of women should not be deep-sixed over dis-
putes about name changes. After all, “gay” can refer to gay men and lesbians,
and if enough people balk at a name change, then I recommend just dropping
the matter.)

—If the motion to include women is passed, GBF (or GLBF if so desired) should
immediately seek ways to invite women into the sangha and make them feel
welcome. This could include contacting women’s Buddhist sanghas (such as
Dharma Sisters) and inviting their members to attend our sittings as well.
Another suggestion is to have notices inviting women to GBF printed in local
women’s magazines and newsletters.) The intent to open GBF up to women’s
membership would not be of much use if women weren’t aware of this change
of policy or did not feel they would be welcome.

So I’m putting the issue back on the table. Should GBF allow women in as 
members or not?  All input (hopefully kept on a civil level) is welcome. ■
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